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iike the person portrayed here," said

' mother, Diana Baumgart.
ihane Baumgart apologized to his

vietims and his family, and asked for a
chance at treatment. "I have identified
my thinking errors," he told the judge.
"Ird tike to show you I can choose the
right."

Prosecutor Dane Nolan said Baum-
gart had no emPathY for his victims
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woman he had a gun and ordered her
to perform oral sex 6a him, according
to eourt documents.

The third rape oecurred Oct. 24,
when Baumgart asked directions of a
2O-year-old woman working at a fast-
food restaurant. After asking the
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State Asks Nuclear Regulatory Commission Judge Dema

To Reconsider Tailings Shipment to Blanding Man Who C
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THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

Utah has asked the U.S. Nuelear Regulatory Com-
mission (NRC) to reconsider a deeision that could
send 25,000 cubic yards of radioactive tailings from
New York to a uraniurir mill in southeastern Utah.

Late last week the state filed a motion with NRC,
ssking for a hearing to review its deeision last month
that amended an NRC lieense for the White Mesa
Mill, near Blanding. The amendment would allow
the mitl to receive uranium tailings from a former
nuclear weapons processing site in Tonarvanda, N.Y-

The dispute could become a showdown over a
state's right to regulate radioactive waste.

It also iould become a theater for Utah politieians'
efforts to proteet the interests of Envirocare of
Utah, which is bidding for the same waste.

Utah officials believe the Tonawanda tailings'
which White Mesa Mill plans to reproeess to extraet
trace quantities of uranium, are low-level_radioac-
tive wastes that should be regulated under strict
state laws.

"If the NRC allows fWhite Mesa] to process and
dispose of . . . materials that eontain very little [ura-
niuml, they effectively make the mill a low-level ra-
dioactive waste disposal faeility," says the state's pe'
tition. Such a facfuty must meet requirements of
Utah waste disposal laws that require siting, license,
local, legislative and gubernatorial approvals-

But Denver-based International Uranium Corp.
(IUC), which owns the mill, maintains the Tohawan'
da materials, left over from the \{orld War II atomie
bomb projeet, are not waste because they eontain
co--elcially retrievable amounts of uranium, esti-
mated to be about 0.05 percent. 'i'

At that percentage, 25-,000 eubic yards of uranium
would contain approximately 25,000 pounds of ura'
nium - enough fuel to generate electricity for a
50,000-resident city for one year, according to IUC.

Tte state, which alleges the NRC did not appr0pri-
ately apply federal law in approving IUC's license
amendment, is not convineed.

If granted a hearing before the NRC, Utah will ask
the agency to require testing to determine whether
the Tonarianda tailings meet the definition of "ore,"
whether the ore is being processed primarily for ura-
nium, and whether th-e tailings eontain hazardous
waste.

"This continues to smack of protecting
the comrnerci.al [wasteJ storage interests

in Tooele CountY."

Earl Hoellen
President, International Uranium Corp'

I

"The state has a right . . . to protect the state's
citizens, its proprieta* and soveieign interests and
its inteiest is frustee-for all waters owned by the
citizens of the state," aceording to the petition'

IUC President Earl Hoellen said the state's argu-
ments ring hollow. At one point in the petition, the
state expresses eoneern over harmful non-uranium
elementi in the tailings. But later, that state says it
would not oppose tle the tailings going to White
Mesa if they iie found to have enough uranium to be
economically recoverable.

"I find that that argument absolutely faulty," said
Hoellen, whose company plans to-dispute the peti-
tion. "If they had real eoneerns [about the environ-
mentl, they would object to proeessing of any [tail-
ingsliegaiatess of the amount of uranium in them'"

Hoellen also questioned the state's motives, whigh
he said may be tb protect Envirocare, the-only^g{at9-
lieensed, iow-lev6l radioaetive waste landfill in
Utah.

The Utah Senate president, the speaker of the
Utah House of Representatives and at least one eon-

sressman have written letters to the NRC, express-

." ing eoncern about the tailings' going to IUC's mill'
" Specifically citing Envirocare's interests, Tooele

County commissionlers asked Utah's eonglessional
delegdtion tq ask the NRC to reconsider the IUC
deeision.

"This eontinues to smack of protecting the eom'
mercial lwaste] storage interests in Tooele County,"
Hoelleniaid. 'rThe [Utah politicaU maehine is work-
ins to protect the interestbf not allowing a competi-
tiv:e en:vironment to exist."
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